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‘Luck is a wonderful intermingling of the 
historic, philosophical and literary,  

with tales of the author and his engaging, 
complicated, extraordinary father. A joy’

PH I LI PPE SAN DS

‘An extraordinary collection of insights into 
luck, skilfully combining personal stories 

and historical studies into a partly random 
structure. It has a glorious unpredictability, 

producing a stimulating feeling of 
uncertainty about what the next gem will 

turn out to be’ 

 DAVI D SPI EG E LHALTE R 
 

‘Thrilling, intelligent and wilfully unique, 
with the bonus ball of being unexpectedly 

moving, David Flusfeder’s thirteen 
investigations are the result of a lifetime of 

original thinking. I loved it’

JAM ES RU NCI E 
 

‘This deep, particular and witty  
examination of the nature of luck  

and its role in human existence is an 
absolute joy, from random start to 

mysterious finish. A most unusual book’

LOU ISA YOU NG

4THESTATE.CO.UK4THESTATE.CO.UK

What does it mean to be lucky?  

How might we mitigate the effects of 

bad luck and maximise those of good?  

Does luck – that unknown  force that 

blesses or curses our lives – even exist? 

Taking the experiences of his Polish-Jewish 

father during the Second World War as his 

starting point, David Flusfeder sets out to 

explore these questions. His quest will take 

him to Siberia, Versailles, Las Vegas and the 

Old Testament desert. He will play roulette 

in Baden-Baden with Dostoevsky; visit a 

Cambridge fairground with Wittgenstein; 

meet the sixteenth-century poet Thomas 

Bastard, who challenged Fortune, and lost; 

find Nietzsche on the slopes of Vesuvius;  

and learn about the pioneers of probability 

and the mysterious Joan Ginther, the great 

lottery winner of Texas. 

Yielding to the choice of an online randomiser 

that decided the order of his chapters, 

Flusfeder follows in the footsteps of victors  

of luck and those who have been defeated  

by it, from ancient times to the modern day.  

What emerges is a stunning investigation  

into our relationship with fortune, with risk,  

with opportunity and with chance: a story 

about who we are and how we might  

choose to live. 

DAVID FLUSFEDER has published seven 

novels, including The Gift and, most recently,  

John the Pupil. His opera, Army of Lovers,  

written in collaboration with the composer 

Mark Springer, received its UK premiere  

in 2019. He has been a television critic for  

The Times and a poker columnist for the 

 Sunday Telegraph.

 £16.99
Design by Jo Thomson
Author photo © Sue Swift


